


What is the United Nations?

•What is the United Nations? 
•Purpose of United Nations? 
•Bodies of the United Nations.
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Basic Components of an M.U.N. 

Research

Formal Debate Informal Debate 

Resolution Making 

Rules and ProcedurePoints and motions 

Lobbying



Research

•On Committee/Council 

•On County

•On Agenda

•Accusations 



What to research about the 
Agenda? 

The agenda of a committee is the topic for debate and discussion in 
a committee session. The research involves :

1.Background information and history ;

2.Aspects of the agenda to be covered by the committee ;

3.Country’s stand ;

4.Relation between the issue and the UN ;

5.Opinions of all major powers ;

6.Latest developments ;

7.Speeches, resolutions, statements and news articles ;





SPEAKERS LIST 
(FORMAL  DEBATE)

DEBATE

CAUCUS

Moderated Caucus

Un-Moderated Caucus

Working Papers and 
Draft Resolutions

END OF LIST

CLOSURE OF DEBATEVOTING PROCEDURES



Speakers List 

The speakers list is used basically 
for the following purposes.

•Convey position 

•Build Consensus

•Build base for resolutions

•Introduce Resolutions

•Ask for support



Yields in formal debate

• After the delegate has 
completed his/her speaker’s 
list speech, they may have time 
left over which can be used for 
yields.

• There are three types of yields: 
– Yield to another delegate:
– Yield to Points of 

Information:
– Yield to the Chair:



Variations in Speech 
1. When the session begins, speeches focus on stating country positions and

offering recommendations for action.

2. After blocs have met, speeches focus on describing bloc positions to the 
entire body.

3. Delegates now make statements describing their draft resolutions to the 
committee.

4. Delegates try to garner more support through formal speeches and invite 
others to offer their ideas.

5. Delegates make statements supporting or disagreeing with specific draft 
resolutions.

6. Delegates state any amendments they have created.





In an effort to achieve higher level of thinking and good quality of debate all 
delegates are required to submit position papers prior to the conference. 

Writing a position paper helps delegates organize their ideas so that they can share 
their country’s stand on a particular agenda with the rest of the committee. 

It also provides a basic draft to the delegates with regard to formulation of 
speeches. 



A position paper should not exceed one A4 size page for each agenda topic within the 
committee. 

The citations should be given on the end of the Position Paper. 

It should be typed in font Arial and size 12, with default margins. 

It should include a brief introduction. 

Followed by a comprehensive analysis of delegate’s country's position on the topics that are 
being discussed by the committee. 

A good position paper will not only provide facts but also make proposals for resolutions. 

Hence each position paper should not only focus on the agenda topic but also provide 
solutions/measures to the given problem. 



Delegate Info: Name:
School: (Not Required)
Country:
Committee:
Agenda:

Quotation with reference to the topic.

Brief Introduction about the agenda being discussed.

Introduction about your country with reference to the agenda.

How does the agenda affect your country.

How will the agenda impact your country.

Your Country’s current position on the agenda. 

What your country has already done with reference to the agenda.

Solutions, proposals, aims, goals.

Bibliography





Keep it simple: To communicate strongly and effectively, avoid flowery wording and stick to 
uncomplicated language and sentence structure.

Make it official: Try to use the seal of your country or create an “official” letterhead for your 
position paper. The more realistic it looks, the more others will want to read it.

Get organized: Give each separate idea or proposal its own paragraph. Make sure each 
paragraph starts with a topic sentence.

Cite your sources: Use footnotes or endnotes to show where you found your facts and 
statistics. If you are unfamiliar with bibliographic form, look up the Modern Language 
Association (MLA) guidelines at your school's library.

Read and reread: Leave time to edit your position paper. Ask yourself if the organization of the 
paper makes sense and double-check your spelling and grammar.

Speech! Speech! Do you plan to make an opening statement at your conference? A good 
position paper makes a great introductory speech. During debate, a good position paper will 
also help you to stick to your country's policies.



Let the bullets fly: Try not to let your proposals become lost in a sea of information. For 
speechmaking, create a bulleted list of your proposals along with your most important facts 
and statistics so that you will not lose time looking for them during debate.

Begin with Important Points: Begin your points with the most impotant information. Do npt
beat around the bush. Just by reading the first line the reader should be able to understand the 
point. Elaborate later on in the point. 

Each Director has 100’s of Position Papers to read and judge.

Highlight: Highlight the beginning of your paragraphs and important points.

 Statistics regarding the issue.

 A brief introduction to the country and its history regarding the topic, its foreign policy etc ;

 Action taken by the government in relation to the topic ;

 Resolutions, conventions and declarations that the country supports ;

 Quotes taken from speeches made by heads of government ; 

 Previous UN resolutions and actions taken with regard to the issue;

 The country’s recommendation for a resolution or solution for the issue;



Formal Debate: During formal debate, the staff maintains a speakers list and delegates speak in 
the order they are listed. At this time, delegates have an opportunity to share their views with 
the entire committee. Delegates make speeches, answer questions, and introduce and 
debate resolutions and amendments. Formal debate is important to the committee’s work. By 
not knowing the rules of procedure, delegates slow down the debate and hold back their 
committee’s progress.

Moderated Caucus: During a caucus, which is a temporary recess, the rules of procedure are 
suspended. To go to a moderated caucus, a delegate makes a motion to suspend debate and the 
committee votes. Caucusing helps to facilitate discussion, especially when there is a long 
speakers list. A moderated caucus is a mixture of both formal and informal debate. Anyone may 
speak if they raise their placard and are called on by the Chair.

Unmoderated Caucus: In an unmoderated caucus, delegates meet informally with one another 
and the committee staff to discuss and negotiate draft resolutions, amendments and other 
issues.














